Globin Chain Analysis
For globin chain separation, lysates from 3H-leucine-iabeled cells (for an eight-I 2-hour period) were subjected to isoelectric focusing 
Commitment Assay
To test whether a brief exposure to inducers leads to an irreversible decision for terminal differentiation in the absence of the inducer, a two-step commitment assay was performed as described previously for K562 cells or MEL cells. #{176} Briefly, after a one-day exposure of HEL and K562 cells to an optimal concentration of an inducer, the cells were washed to remove the inducer, counted, and plated (at I ,000 to 3,000 cells/mL) in Iscove's modified Dulbecco's medium (IMDM) or RPMI 1640, 30% fetal calfserum (FCS), and 0.8% MC. Colony number as well as the proportion of benzidinepositive colonies #{176} was determined at day 5 postpiating.
RESULTS

Induction ofHeme Synthesis
Uninduced HEL cells showed only occasional benzidinepositive cells ( In addition to the high levels of t globin production, this clone was characterized by high constitutive levels of heme and total globin synthesis (ie, higher basal levels of y globin and benzidine-positive cells) and by its high inducibility by the same inducers used for parental cells (Table  2) . Fig 3) . Fig 6) .
Commitment to Terminal Maturation
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